
























































This article deals with the relationship between Calvinism and the 
Dutch entrepreneurship. The Netherlands can be called as the country 
where Calvinism has been developed not merely as a theological 
theory but as a life-system in which Calvin’s thought has been 
applied to various spheres of life. Among them, the so-called ‘trading 
spirit(Handelsgeest)’ of the Dutch protestant, especially Calvinistic, 
Christians played the crucial role in achieving the independence from 
the oppression of Spain and in introducing the Golden Age of the 
17th century. Even until now, the Dutch entrepreneurship based on 
Calvinism is so competitive in Europe, America and the rest parts of 
the world. This article, after discussing the basic relationship between 
Calvinism and the Dutch entrepreneurship by looking at the historical 
background, investigates the role of Calvinism at the Golden Age. It 
further deals with the  relationship between the Calvinism and the Dutch 
entrepreneurship in Europe and America, especially West-Michigan. After 
that, the famous thesis of Max Weber will be critically examined and 
evaluated. The conclusion drawn from all the preceding discussions is that 
Calvinism has been one basic ground motive in Dutch entrepreneurship so 
both are inseparable.  
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